NEWBRIDGE COLLEGE EQUESTRIAN CLUB 2014/2015

Newbridge College has a very active Equestrian Club.  We are a very social club with parents being involved in a very strong way.  All years are actively encouraged to join the club. We compete in Show jumping competitions which are held nearly every weekend around the country.  2 or 3 times per year we compete in Cross Country Events.  

In 2013/2014 Newbridge College came 3rd in the League. In 2012/2013 Newbridge College won both the Cross Country championship and the Interschool’s League which was a great achievement for the teams and required great dedication on behalf of riders and parents.
We train in Coilog Equestrian Centre on a Wed 5 & 6 o'clock. Our Main coach is Julie Anne Gaffney. We have two levels of training. Novice should be jumping 80cms – 85 cms tracks and Open should be jumping 95 cms to 1.05 mtr tracks.  You will need your own horse/pony or have use of one.  Riding experience is required as these rallies are on a group training basis.  

Competition Wear:

White Jodhpurs, Black Show Jacket (no piping or embellishments) with school crest. Black boots, black Chaps, Black Gloves, Hair net (obligatory for girls) , black and white scrunchie polka dot, White stock shirt (no collar), Black and White polka dot Stock, Stock Pin, and Black Numnah with Newbridge College Logo.   Uniform is supplied  by Berneys in Kilcullen.  Berneys also give a 10% discount to Newbridge College Club Members.  Berneys Saddlery is the Club’s main sponsor and provides prizes each year to all our main competition winners. 

We will be holding an evaluation rally on Wednesday 3rd of September at 5pm in Coilog. Back protectors must be worn by all riders under 16 and recommended for all riders. You are not obliged to come to training each week, however, if you wish to compete on a team it is advisable to train weekly and we will contact your trainer for updates on your progress. If you wish to compete only at Hunter Trials you must also come to the evaluation. 

Yvonne Byrne:  087 2070217   Linda Murphy:  086 3750236

A full list of rules can be downloaded from www.equestrianinterschools.ie
Rules for the Equestrian Club

1. Discipline: All team members, parents, and chef d’equip are representing Newbridge College when attending an event.  We will not tolerate any bad behaviour or discourtesy to show organisers, team mates or other competing schools. We absolutely do not tolerate an excessive use of the whip by riders or their handlers.  We MUST respect each other and the animals we care for. Any discipline breaches by rider/ family member will be notified to the school and appropriate action taken.   

2. Linda Murphy will send a weekly text regarding the Coilog training.  We try to keep to a maximum of 6 riders per class. Please respond by return, stating rider name and pony name. Linda will not call people individually to “See if they are coming”.

3. Please be mounted and ready to ride at the agreed time for training as it will not be delayed.
4. No hoodies allowed while riding.

5. As there can be 6 riders in the arena at any one time, all riders must be attentive and watch and listen while the Coach is schooling other riders. 

6. You will receive a text from Yvonne Byrne about 10 days before the next Interschools venue giving you competition details.  Please respond as soon as you can to the text as teams must be put together, lodged to the school a week before the competition, signed by the Principal and sent to the hosts equestrian centre/ school before the closing date.  

7. We aim to include all riders in team competitions.  Teams are made up of four riders, with the best three scores from both rounds being counted.  Teams will be selected by rider’s ability and the amount of time they have been riding together as a team.  If we do not have enough riders to made full teams we will let you know by text.  In most cases last year we then needed those substitutes to make up a team if for any reason the rider or pony could not compete.  However, we actively encourage all riders to come to competitions and compete in the individual competitions. When responding to the text please list the rider’s name, competition name of the pony, and whether you are open or novice. It is also very important to write the venue, as there are competitions on each weekend. Please note: Yvonne will not be contact you to “see if you are going”.  ONLY those riders/parents that respond to texts will be included on teams. The coach is actively involved in team selection.  We make every effort to include each rider. However, if for example a pony goes lame and a substitute cannot be found disappointment is unavoidable. If for any reason you cannot ride on a team after being included please let us know as early as possible to allow for substitution. 
8. The chef d’equip and coach will make team selections.  Do NOT have conversations between yourselves in the school finding substitutes if you cannot ride for any reason.  Phone Yvonne and she will contact the next person on the list. 

9. As the Equestrian Club is representing Newbridge College you must compete in the correct show uniform.  As a school we have won numerous Best Turned Out competitions and we insist upon keeping the same standard for both pony and rider.  The uniform is listed above.  Black gloves must always be worn with (for the girls) hair neatly tied up in a hair net with a scrunchie. Pony must be platted and tack clean, using the Newbridge College Numnah.  However, if a rider has a favourite riding jacket this can be used during the individual rounds. Parents will be shown how to tie a stock.

10. The school will pay for all away team competitions.  Individual competitions must be paid for by the rider.  However, twice during the year when Newbridge College host a competition the rider must pay for these entries.

11. Please complete and sign the enclosed document as soon as possible and return to the Newbridge College office. 

12. The first competition for all new members is the 28th of September in Coilog which Newbridge College are hosting

13. If a rider has a new mount this new combination must be seen by the Coach before they can be entered in a team competition.  

