NEWBRIDGE COLLEGE PSA AGM
17th October 2013

Attendees;

Jackie O Connor, Kate Cudmore, Adrienne Brady, Geraldine Caulfield,         

Pat o Brien, Matt O Shea, refer to register for list of parents

Apologies; Paddy Berry
Geraldine Caulfield and Jackie O Connor welcomed everyone.

The previous actions from Oct 2012 AGM were read through.

Next meeting is Nov 14thth at 8pm
Previous Actions:

Project Maths- agreed date for presentation to parents

This date is still to be agreed- likely to be the term after Christmas

Debs Ball – on 27th Sept- another enjoyable night.
Attended by 189 students plus parents. It is booked next year for 25th September.

Thanks to everyone involved in the organising of this event.




Email system- This is ongoing and the school hopes to be up and running very soon.

1 parent noticed a potential discrepancy in the number being used for school texts so a check needs to be done on the charges.

Talk on mental / physical wellbeing to students- Talks to TY students are scheduled and it will be rolled out to other years.

4 staff members are being trained on mental well being and 6th years particularly prefects are getting involved in an antibullying campaign in the school.

1 parent mentioned that Barnardos run a very good programme on cyber bullying and she might get details for later in the year.

Sports Development Fund- sent text/ put intro on web site- This was completed- please see further below on minutes for more details
.

Speaker Dr Hugh Brady- Unfortunately at the moment his schedule does not allow the time the visit the school.






Dressing rooms- planning permission is granted and it is are going to tender at the moment.





Budget 2013 concerns- The school compiled a letter which was discussed with local reps and was sent to the dept of education. 13 fee paying schools were in talks with the department.  Matt confirmed that the pupil to teacher ratio is not changing for this year,
Treasurer’s Report- Kate ran through the year’s income and expenses.
MANAGEMENT & PLANNING:
Anti bullying Policy- Draft policy to be read by volunteer parents and returned to school within 2 weeks. Any parents willing to help- please contact Geraldine Caulfield.
CURRICULUM:
ASTI dispute: There was a long discussion on the current dispute between the ASTI and the DES. 
Matt and Pat explained that there is massive good will among the staff in the College and no one wants to damage morale or negatively impact on the students. It was asked if a fee paying school could act outside the instructions of the union but Matt explained that all union members are bound by union directives. All ASTI schools have been advised by the JMB to prioritise 6th and 3rd Year Parent/Teacher meetings within school time in the first instance. There has been no disruption to the day to day running of the school and all extra-curricular and TY activities will go ahead as normal.
The 6th year parent teacher evening will go ahead as planned but will be during school hours in the afternoon.

3rd year parent teacher meetings will be held pre Christmas- again during school hrs.

The open evening will be scheduled for early in the New Year.

It is hoped this will be resolved soon but if not- then as a parent body- we would need to look at what actions are open to us to minimise the impact on the students.

COMMUNICATIONS:
Student Council- They are currently being elected and members of the PSA committee will meet with them early next term, once they have had their own meetings.
LEARNING & TEACHING SUPPORT;
Parents and School Association- New committee was elected at this years AGM.

A warm thank you was extended to Paddy Berry, Kate Cudmore and Adrianne Brady who are stepping down.

Geraldine Caulfield and Jackie O Connor are staying on 

The new volunteer members are: Aine Hanlon, Orla Kelly, Ollie Ryan and Paula Hart. They will meet prior to the next meeting to agree positions etc.

Learn 2 learn- A company called The Super Generation held a session in PBS the previous evening about how to help students maximise their learning abilities. It was very informative and might be worth considering running a similar event in Newbridge College. The school does run a study skills programme but other options could also be explored.
AOB:
SPORTS DEVELOPMENT FUND: The committee was elected at this meeting. Members are: Sharon Fidgeon, Neil Morris, Kathryn Ring, Mary Ross and 2 staff members to be nominated. A separate meeting will be scheduled to organise the application process for funds etc.
AGREED ACTIONS FROM OCT PSA AGM:
1. Arrange meeting with student council



G.C.

2. Project Maths- put parent info session in the diary

MoS

3 Email system- agree roll out date




Mos/ PoB

4 Sports Development Fund- any update?



NM/ SF

5 Dressing Rooms- Progress





MoS

6 Draft anti bullying policy- read and return


GC

7 ASTI dispute- update/ agree actions
Jackie went though the achievements for the last 12 months:
Thanks to everyone who supported, assisted in any way great or small over the past year.

Monthly meetings organised without fail and consistent attendance, covering a wide range of topics.                          

Graduation Ball- another highly successful annual event.

Mock Interviews- great support for this event.

Trips/ Speakers: Sheila O Malley from Practical Parenting spoke on cyber bullying/ Gavin Duffy spoke to college students

First Year Parents Evening and Introduction at First Year Blazer Evening

Christmas Carol Event- Preparations well supported by PSA

Bake Sale held at Newbridge Horse Show raised in excess of €800 for the trip to Uruguay/ support given on the day by parents

Uniform/ Book sale- held at the school in June- Raised in excess of €1200 for funds 

Funded- Rebinding of the old quarterlies in the library/ med vac chairs for the school/ new table tennis table

Sports Development Fund- Initiated


Charity Ball- raised over €30,000 for the building of new female dressing rooms

